At the Leon pass, there is also a long tunnel where one end is
in the hands of the Government forces and the other in the
hands of the insurgents. The passage between is blocked.
Other passes are held by guards with machine guns, who in
their lonely and tranquil fastnesses shoot at the eagles and
watch life in the valleys through binoculars.
Though disciplined, there is a certain camaraderie among the
Government forces. General Riquelme dresses in blue overalls
like the militia. The women at the front call him "Grandpa"
and kiss him in the street.
Toledo is now almost wholly occupied by Government
forces. The insurgents still hold the Alcazar, but the militia
frequently have friendly conversation with the sentries.
Shelling has now ceased.
A yorkshire pit disaster
It is feared that fifty-seven men have lost their lives in a pit
belonging to the Wharncliffe Woodmoor Colliery Company
near Barnsley, where an explosion occurred at about 3.30 this
morning. So far about thirty bodies have been brought up,
most of them unrecognisable. There is no hope whatever for
any of the men still entombed. Some of the men had been
killed by the explosion, some by suffocation. One man was
recovered alive in an engine shed. He was three-quarters of a
mile from the actual explosion. This is the worst colliery
explosion in this country since the Gresford disaster in North
Wales in September 1934.
palestine
There is some improvement in the situation in Palestine
since the Emir of Transjordan invited twenty-six Arab notables
to meet him at Amman. The Emir is said to have pointed out
that it was futile to attempt to humble the British authorities,
and to have expressed his confidence that if violence ceased
there would be a temporary suspension of Jewish immigration
after the arrival of the Royal Commission, or even before it.^'~*
the olympic games
J. E. Lovelock of New Zealand gained a great victory for the
British Empire in the final of the 1,500 metres, which he won
by five yards in 3 minutes 47*8 seconds, beating the world
record by a second.
Friday 7	the yorkshire pit disaster
Fifty-two bodies so far have been found; but the rescuers
are unable to reach the remainder. It is believed that they were

